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COTMA 15 CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS BALLARAT, VICTORIA - 17-23 NOVEMBER, 2000

Imaging Databases and the Web

A Super Technical Presentation About Super Technology

Presenter: Warren Doubleday, Museum Services Manager, BTM
Session Chair: David Verrier Session Secretary: John Shanks

Discussion

Bob Pearce (PETS) — Having deteriorating slides, do you put them through some correcting
process before scanning for archive collection?

Answer — We would discuss it with the Board and play with the image if it were found
necessary, capture and record a portion of a photo on high resolution.

John Radcliffe (AETM) — Asked about the life of these images and the back-up systems in
place.

Answer — He keeps a back-up copy. If the jpg system goes out of fashion you will need to
transfer to a new system. It would be important to keep on top of this.

David Frodsham (Crich) said that THS have looked at this digital data and it should transfer
without loss.

Craig Tooke (MTPA) — Are there any plans for deteriorating slides.

Answer — They would keep a digital copy in an archival situation and try to retain the original
slide.

Bruce Gamble (MOTAT) — Does he need to beware of the temptation to change and ‘improve’
the colour of an original slide?

Answer — He doesn’t do this. If he adjusted an image for a presentation, he would record that
‘this is adjusted information’.

Morris Moller (WTM) — What is the cost of doing this?

Answer — BTM has invested some A$7,000 in this equipment. It would cost about A$7,000
upwards for this system.

John Phillips (BTM) — What about the obsolescence of this equipment? What is going to
happen in the future and what is the expected life of the equipment?

Answer — Technology is expected to keep moving forward. State libraries have considered this
problem and reformat the images to a newer mode or storage system. Make sure you move
images along technically and transfer it before the equipment dies!
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